With the overwhelming feeling of freedom you have there, Mongolia is a country like no other.  One of these places on Earth where the horizon invades you and carries you away entirely. With a real and destabilizing disconnection, Mongolia is the real adventure.
The untamed beauty and stark remoteness of Mongolia has captured the imagination of adventurers for centuries. Humble monks and curious nomads occupy a landscape dotted with yaks, camels and the occasional ger. Centuries of nomadic living have given Mongolians a natural bond with travelers. Break down in the countryside, and the next driver to pass will stop to help. Stuck for a room, and a family can often find you a bed. And break at a herdsman’s ger for directions and you’ll end up with tea, snacks and a fascinating glimpse into the daily routines of a remarkable culture.
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Mongolia...a remote glimmer of freedom and mythical return to quintessentials
1
Portrait, Eastern Mongolia
2	The greatest thing about Mongolia is the ability to go anywhere. Literally. Once you are out of Ulaanbaatar or any of the other lesser settlements, you can just take a left turn and head off into the hinterland. Roads don’t exist here – someone yells ‘Turn right!’ and the truck turns right. If you spot some faint tyre tracks in the sand and your friends fancy heading in that direction, then off, you go. It’s an incredible feeling. 
3
Ger camp, Terkhiin Tsagaan Lake
4	The tradition of hospitality towards strangers is deeply rooted in Mongolian culture. Living in comparative isolation, nomads need to be able to rely on one another for assistance even if they are strangers. Travellers know they are always welcome to food and a place to sleep in a family’s ger. Upon entering, depending on the season and time of day, you might be offered tea, vodka, or airag (the national drink made of fermented mare’s milk) along with a selection of cheeses.
5 	Sunrise in the Gobi desert
6 	The traditional greeting is Sain bainuu?- How are you? What is the good news? This is usually followed by questions about how one’s herd of animals fared during the winter months. The life of nomadic Mongolians is inseparable from their animals and the environment. Daily life revolves around animal care and food preparation, while available pasture and water levels determine the nomadic family’s movement patterns. They depend on their animals for both food and heating fuel (dung), while the animals in turn rely on the grasslands. Herding is not an easy life, but it is close to being a self-sufficient life, and it is a life that honors, protects, and preserves the importance of family and hospitality.
7 	A khata  is a traditional ceremonial scarf in Tibetan Buddhism. It originated in Tibetan culture and is common in cultures and countries where Tibetan Buddhism is practiced. The khata symbolizes purity and compassion and are worn or presented with incense at many ceremonial occasions, including births, weddings, funerals, graduations and the arrival or departure of guests. It is usually made of silk. Mongolian khatas are usually blue, symbolizing the sky. In Mongolia, khatas are also often tied to ovoos, stupas, or special trees and rocks.

8	In Mongolia, dried cattle dung is used to make fire for the daily needs. It is called “argal”. There are many different kinds, depending on when it is collected. 
9 	The camels that live in the Gobi Desert are a different species from the ones living and working among people in the Middle East. They have two humps instead of one. Each hump stores fat and water to keep the camel energetic and well-hydrated. Gobi camels are an endangered species. Efforts are underway to save the species.
10	Storm, Bayanzag
11  Nomads, Eastern Mongolia
12	Horses are as important to Mongolians as they are to North American cowboys. Children learn to ride when they can barely walk.
13	Nearly all herders live in white gers (felt-lined tents, yurt in Russian), a characteristic sight throughout Mongolia. Each family has their own ger. A ger is a herder’s most important possession. When a couple gets married the family builds or buys them a new ger. The constructive principle of the mongol yurt has changed little since Genghis Khan’s times. Only a few elements were adapted to newly developed or imported technology, such as carpentry. This made it possible to craft a wooden crown similar to a wheel in place of a simple piece of wood bent into a circle. Even more obvious are the use of a wooden door instead of a felt curtain, and of course the iron stove with a chimney in place of open fire.

14 	Kid playing at the camp, Yol valley

15	Roads may not be great, but the Russian 4-wheel drive vans make great expedition vehicles. Travel in the countryside is difficult at the best of times; many of the roads are no more than dirt tracks. Flat tires are all too common, and it is not unusual to see a crew of locals lifting an entire transmission or even an engine block out of a truck somewhere in the middle of nowhere. The ubiquitous Russian vehicles are simple and not luxurious, but at least everyone here can fix them. 
16	Khongor dunes are the most important sand mass of Gobi Gurvan Saïkhan National Park. Its area is more than 900 square kilometres. It’s one of the largest sandy areas of Mongolia. Suddenly standing out from the plains, they are undoubtedly among the most spectacular of the country.
17	The traditional greeting is “Sain bainuu?”- “How are you? What is the good news?” This is usually followed by questions about how one’s herd of animals fared during the winter months. The life of nomadic Mongolians is inseparable from their animals and the environment. Daily life revolves around animal care and food preparation, while available pasture and water levels determine the nomadic family’s movement patterns. They depend on their animals for both food and heating fuel (dung), while the animals in turn rely on the grasslands. Herding is not an easy life, but it is close to being a self-sufficient life, and it is a life that honors, protects, and preserves the importance of family and hospitality.
18 	Camels, Gobi desert
19	A herder watches her flock at sunset in the Gobi desert
20 	Back to the camp by sunset, Khongor sand dunes
21	Sheep are Mongolia’s most important livestock. Most herders are nomadic and usually move four times a year, once each season. Their staple food is meat, in summer supplemented by a variety of diary products. Vegetables are rare, as the herders usually do not have gardens.
22	The Gobi desert, one of the world’s greatest deserts, covers much of the southern part of Mongolia. Unlike the Sahara, there are few sand dunes in the Gobi desert. You’ll rather find large barren expenses of gravel plains and rocky outcrops. The climate here is extreme. Temperatures reach +40° C. in summer, and -40 in winter. Precipitation averages less than 100 mm per year, while some areas only get rain once every two or three years. Great Gobi National Park is one of the largest World Biospheres, with an area larger than Switzerland. It contains the last remaining wild Bactrian (two-humped) camels, wild ass, and a small population of Gobi bears, the only desert-inhabiting bear.
23	Horses, Gobi desert
24	A nomad woman cuts wood to prepare food and warm the ger for the night
25	Nomadic bathroom
[bookmark: _GoBack]26	Wrestlers, Erdenet. Wrestling is the most important of the Mongolian culture’s historic Three Manly Skills, that also include horsemanship and archery. Genghis Khan considered wrestling to be an important way to keep his army in good physical shape and combat ready. Mongolian wrestling is the most popular national sport and a vital cultural piece for all Mongols around the world. When a male child is born in a family, Mongols wish him to become a wrestler. There are many competitions that take place each year in Mongolia, west and south-eastern Russia and northern China. The biggest one is the National Naadam festival, in Mongolia. 
27	Details of the Erdene Zuu monastery	
28	One of the most colorful and original items of Mongolian national dress is the traditional head wear. The Mongolian head dresses differed in shape and purpose; there were hats for the young and old, summer and winter & men & women, holidays and ceremonies & fashionable and everyday hats. Their fashion and trimmings & colors were amazing varied depending on the sex of the person wearing it his or her social position or to who’s tribe or nationality they belonged.
29	Founded in 1586 by Altai Khaan, Erdene Zuu (Hundred Treasures) was the first Buddhist monastery in Mongolia. It had between 60 and 100 temples, about 300 gers inside the walls and, at its peak, up to 1000 monks in residence. The monastery went through periods of neglect and prosperity until finally the Stalinist purges of 1937 put it completely out of business. All but three of the temples in Erdene Zuu were destroyed and an unknown number of monks were either killed or sent to Siberian gulags. However, a surprising number of statues, tsam masks and thangkas were saved – possibly with the help of a few sympathetic military officers. The items were buried in nearby mountains, or stored in local homes (at great risk to the residents). The monastery remained closed until 1965, when it was permitted to reopen as a museum, but not as a place of worship. It was only with the collapse of communism in 1990 that religious freedom was restored and the monastery became active again. Today Erdene Zuu Khiid is considered by many to be the most important monastery in the country, though no doubt it’s a shadow of what it once was.
30	Juve poses with a deel (traditional dress), at sunset at the camp near the White lake. He is originally from Ulaanbaatar. He is driver and regularly travels throughout the country.
31	The steppes are what Mongolia is best known for. Endless expanses of grass cover much of eastern Mongolia, extending in a narrow band all the way to the west. Although the steppes are large and open, they are not empty; much of this area is grazed by livestock owned by nomadic herders. 
32  	In Mongolia, it is always easy to turn up at various yurt communities and meet the locals in a very natural way. Non-touristic, non-voyeuristic and very respectful. Fantastic for local interaction and the great thing is that they are always as fascinated with us as we are with them. The Q&A session works both ways. 
33	Hidden, city of Moron
34 	Call from the steppes, somewhere in the middle of nowhere
35	- NO COMMENT NEEDED
36	On the road again. Through the waters or on the endless bumpy roads with a typical Russian van. Make sure your van is comfortable…you’ll spend a lot of time in it!
37 	By sunset at the camp, in the middle of nowhere in the Eastern part of the country. On that day, we had already driven for almost the whole day through these beautiful and endless green landscapes where you feel like not knowing at all where you’re heading to, but having like one certainty....that you left the whole world behind you. The day began to fall and we saw two small white dots on the horizon. It was a camp where both lived nomadic families. We stopped and they immediately proposed that we spent the night with them inside their ger. Whereas we did not know them from anywhere, everything happened in the greatest spontaneity with an hospitality coming straight from the heart. And this happened so many times during our road trip across the country. 
38	Sunrise on the steppes
39	Sunrise on the steppes
40	Sunrise on the steppes
41	Sunrise on the steppes
42 	!!!!!!!!!!NO COMMENT NEEDED
43	Rain of a thousand stars from inside the ger
44	In the streets of Erdenet
45	Wrestler, Erdenet
46	Portrait, Terkhiin Tsagaan Lake
47	Morning time inside the ger, after having spent the night there with the family
48	NO COMMENT NEEDED !!!!!!!! 
49	Khatgal village, on the Southern tip of Lake Khövsgöl
50 	In the market, Moron
51	Buddhist ritual, Amarbayasgalant Monastery
52	Amarbayasgalant Monastery is one of the three largest Buddhist monastic centers in Mongolia. The nearest town is Erdenet which is about 60 km to the southwest.
53	Inside the Amarbayasgalant Monastery
54	The allure of Mongolia for many is the vast emptiness of the land dotted with what remains one the few true nomadic people of the world. In the emptiness, nomadic families live quietly in gers dotting the land with their animals grazing freely. 
55	Even if you do manage to stay on the road and the jeep doesn’t break down, you may not necessarily get to your destination. Roads are far and few in between, and in the endless steppe it is all too easy to get lost. Even a GPS (Global Positioning System) won’t always do much good, as there are few good maps of the country to plot your location on.
56	Sandstorm, Dalanzadgad
57	Tea time, Dalanzadgad
58	NO COMMENT NEEDED !!!!!!!!
59	NO COMMENT NEEDED !!!!!!!!
60	NO COMMENT NEEDED !!!!!!!!
61	The rocky formations of Tsagaan Suvarga are located in the Southeast of the sum Ölziit, on the Southern border of the province of Dundgovi. These rocky formations eroded by the wind are about 60 metres high and 400 metres long.
62	NO COMMENT NEEDED !!!!!!!!
63 	Welcome home, Bayanzag
64	The milking time, in the steppes at dawn
65	Terkhiin Tsagaan Lake, also known as White Lake is a lake in the Khangai Mountains in central Mongolia.
66	Portraits, Ulaanbaatar
67	At home, Moron
68	 For most of the 20th century, Mongolia was sealed off from the world; seemingly so distant that the very name of the country became a byword for remoteness and isolation. The 21st century promises the polar opposite as Mongolia has opened up to the world, its citizens are travelling the globe and outsiders are arriving by the planeload for business and travel opportunities. 
69	Between nomadic tradition and modernity: modern furniture stores are becoming more and more numerous in the capital city Ulaanbataar, where many nomads come to live after having abandoned the traditional nomadic lifestyle of their ancestors.
70 	There are few countries in the world with such a stark difference between the rural and urban populations. While nomadic Mongols live the simple life, their cousins in Ulaanbaatar are lurching headlong into the future. The capital is changing at a dizzying pace and many Mongolians have bought wholeheartedly into the global economy, capitalism and consumerism. Urban hipster or nomadic shepherd, however, both share a love of democracy. The country is often held up as a model emerging democratic state, despite being surrounded by democracy-challenged countries like Russia, China and Kazakhstan. Mongolia is eager to be part of the global community; by visiting you are contributing to the remarkable developments in this extraordinary land.
71	In the streets of Ulaanbaatar
72	In the streets of Ulaanbaatar
73	Avalokiteśvara statue, Gandan monastery, Ulaanbaatar
74	In the streets of Ulaanbaatar
75	In the streets of Ulaanbaatar
76	Portrait, Arvaikheer city
77	In the streets of Ulaanbaatar
78	Ulaanbaatar is the capital and the largest city of Mongolia. An independent municipality, the city is not part of any province, and its population as of 2014 was over 1.3 million. It is the cultural, industrial, and financial heart of the country. It is the centre of Mongolia’s road network, and is connected by rail to both the Trans-Siberian Railway in Russia and the Chinese railway system.
79	On the road again



