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Hasankeyf under threat 
The ancient town of Hasankeyf lies on the banks of the Tigris river, in Northern Kurdistan, not far from the border with Syria. Historic Hasankeyf is 12.000 years old and is going to disappear forever, featuring Neolithic caves, Roman ruins and medieval monuments, under a 300 square kilometers artificial lake, because of the controversial construction of the Ilisu dam made by the Turkish authorities. Between 25.000 and 78.000 people living in the Hasankeyf district of the Batman province of Turkey will be forced to move. The majority of these people are Kurdish. The residents of Hasankeyf ignore when exactly the waters will come. Some say they could be flooded by May 2016, while other people say the project would be completed within three more years. In March 2016, the construction of the dam was completed at 90%. 

1	Until recently, Hasankeyf was an important and famous tourist spot in Northern Kurdistan. Visitors rushed to town to visit the ancient ruins and Hasankeyf’s 5.000 caves that were inhabited for thousands of years. All the city’s historical treasures will be submerged beneath 60 meters of water when the construction of the Ilisu Dam will be completed. 
2	With the construction of the Ilisu Dam, between 25.000 and 78.000 people living in the Hasankeyf district of the Batman province of Turkey will be forced to move. The majority of these people are Kurdish. 
3	Awar is 14 years old. He was born in Hasankeyf. He is Kurdish, like the majority of the people living here. The Ilisu dam might officially provide hydro-electric power, but campaigners say there are other sneaky reasons for the construction of the dam. One of them is to force Kurdish people, in order to look for work, to move from the countryside to the big cities like Istanbul, Ankara, İzmir or Bursa, to assimilate them. Turkey has tried, for decades, to assimilate Kurdish people, trying to sweep away their cultures and their languages. Another reason for the construction of the dam is to restrict the effectiveness of Kurdish PKK guerillas. The building of new military forts on the mountaintops all around the dam also ensures that the Turkish military has more control over the area.

4	One of the different working sites for the construction of The Ilisu dam around Hasankeyf, with the ruins of the old Tigris Bridge at the back. The Ilisu dam is a part of the Southeastern Anatolia Project (GAP), including the construction of 22 dams, lead by the Turkish government in Northern Kurdistan. Back in 2006, the official Turkish government line was expressed by then-Prime Minister Erdogan at the ground-breaking ceremony: «The step that we are taking today demonstrates that the south-east is no longer neglected. This dam will bring big gains to the local people». The government said the project will generate 10.000 jobs, spur agricultural production through irrigation and boost tourism. However, according to the campaign group «Initiative To Keep Hasankeyf Alive», to date, more than half of the project has been implemented but nothing has been improved for the regional people. They rather had to bear the social and ecological costs, while the industrial centers in west Turkey and big companies have the profit. 
5	Economic opportunities are rare in this region of Turkey, the site of a three-decade-long civil war between the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) guerilla army and the Turkish state. Some locals are so desperate for jobs that even Hasankeyf villagers, who oppose the dam, have helped to build it.
6	With its history that spans nine civilizations, the archaeological and religious significance of Hasankeyf is considerable. Hasankeyf is rich in history throughout the ages and thousands of antique sites exist in and around the city. The Citadel is one of them. This impressive honey-colored structure sits overlooking the city 100 meters above the Tigris River, one of the world’s last wild rivers.
7	Adar works as hairdresser in the main street of Hasankeyf. He is proudly posing in front of a huge poster of the town, hanging on the wall of his salon. He doesn’t want to see his birthplace disappear. There has been much resistance against the Ilisu dam from both activists and PKK guerillas. The activist campaign, «Initiative To Keep Hasankeyf Alive» (ITKHA), formed in 2006, maintains an information office in Hasankeyf. Campaigners informed locals of their rights, surveys were carried out, and demonstrations took place. In 2009, ITKHA’s campaign put pressure on European companies and banks involved in the construction of the dam, who finally withdrew from the project. Turkey would then have to finance the proposed project with internal sources only. The Minister of Forestry and Environment, Veysel Eroglu, on a number of platforms, declared that the government would build the Dam against all odds. The Ilisu Dam became like a «project of honor»  for the Turkish State.  Since 2009, the construction goes on with the financial support of Turkish banks. In 2015, the PKK attacked and destroyed different construction sites of the project. In 2016, Hasankeyf has been selected by Europa Nostra, Europe’s leading heritage organization, as one of Europe’s «7 Most Endangered» heritage sites. Europa Nostra, together with other partners, will visit the site and meet with key stakeholders in the coming months. The experts will identify possible sources of funding and provide technical advice.
8	Sunrise in the main street of Hasankeyf. In the past, many restaurants, souvenir shops and small hotels were open to tourists, bringing money to the locals. In 2010, when the construction of the dam really began, someone was killed by a rock fall while walking in the valley in Hasankeyf. The government used this as a pretext to permanently shut much of the ancient monuments, ruins and caves to tourists, saying it was dangerous to visit these places. This ensured that the area effectively disappeared from public sight and mind.
9	Faces of Hasankeyf. The current population of Hasankeyf is predominantly Kurdish. Until the 1980’s, Assyrians/Syriacs and Arab Christian families lived in the cave houses by the river. Many of these families emigrated to France, Germany and Switzerland as the Turkish government’s conflict with the PKK escalated during the 1980’s.
10	The Hasankeyf motel, in the main street of the town, and the Zeynel Bey mausoleum, one of the ancient monuments that will be flooded. 
11	Chaï time on a late afternoon at Café Beyazkosk. The future of Hasankeyf is in every daily discussion in town as people are worried about their future. The Turkish authorities, asking people to move, have built new houses for the villagers on a nearby hillside, creating a “New Hasankeyf” village. The authorities assure they will compensate the people who will lose their land and houses because of the dam. However, almost half of the affected villagers, and all nomadic people, have no land or land titles and will thus not get any compensation. A lot of villagers also say they receive far too little money as compensation, which doesn’t allow them to do anything. Women will also be disadvantaged with the compensations, as they don’t often own properties or don’t have rights to the houses they live in. Another problem also is that only people with families can request to buy a house in «New Hasankeyf». Single people without families thus don’t have any right to buy anything there.
12	Tragically, the same area has already had a terrible recent past. In the nineties, thousands of people were killed or disappeared, entire villages were either burnt down by Turkish security forces or forcibly expelled. By the mid nineties, more than 3.000 villages had been wiped from the map. The pretext for these drastic actions was to clear the PKK guerillas out of the villages, but many say the main aim was to expel Kurdish people from their homeland and destroy Kurdish culture and traditions. Flooding Hasankeyf would harm a strong symbol of the Kurdish community and identity in the area.
13	Walking along the main street of Hasankeyf
14	Villagers are going back to their houses on a late sunny afternoon. There is still no clear timeline for requiring residents to move out of their present homes. 
15	The main purpose of the dam is the production of hydroelectric power, but it’s also supposed to provide better irrigation for local agriculture. When complete, the dam will form a 10.4 billion m3 reservoir, submerging Hasankeyf and all its surroundings. 
16	No one knows when Hasankeyf will be submerged forever. The future of everyone there is totally uncertain.
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